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Immediate
March registrations down 1.6 per cent, but private buyers 
head back to showrooms
· March registration figures down 1.6 per cent to 435,847 units

· Private new car registrations in March at 222,542; an increase of 483

· Diesel volumes up 8.9 per cent to 156,932 in March
'The lure of the new 06 registration plate and some excellent deals on the forecourts has seen new car buyers heading back to dealerships. The private market remains fiercely competitive despite the general slowdown in the economy', commented Christopher Macgowan, SMMT chief executive.  'However, a reasonable March cannot mask the poor start to the year, and 2006 will continue to be a challenge for the industry as we fight for every sale.'

March and first quarter figures since introduction of twice-yearly plate change
	
	March registrations
	Q1 total registrations

	
	Total
	Private registrations
	

	2000
	401,972
	187,276
	660,747

	2001
	408,024
	219,281
	675,083

	2002
	423,727
	223,879
	722,718

	2003
	438,075
	232,856
	712,940

	2004
	466,954
	248,590
	756,005

	2005
	442,939
	222,059
	701,505

	2006
	435,847
	222,542
	669,206


March 2006
The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.

